
The Catalan Government breaches Transitional Justice, Fundamental Rights and the Rule of 
Law

Honourable Member of the European Parliament,

We want to draw your attention to a persistent and overlooked vestige of the Francoist dictatorship 
in Catalonia, allowed by Catalan Government, that affects the fundamental rights of its citizens and 
contradicts the principles of Transitional Justice: the maintenance of official toponyms imposed by 
the fascist regime.

As  detailed  in  the  recent  report  "Transitional  Justice  and  Fascist  Toponymy  in  Catalonia" 
(published by Cabassers.org), several Catalan municipalities still  retain official names with pre-
normative and archaic spellings that were forcibly imposed after the Spanish Civil War by Franco's 
regime repression system, to humiliate Catalan citizens.

Historical  context  and current  situation: In  1933,  during  the  Second  Spanish  Republic,  the 
Government of Catalonia officialized the correct Catalan spellings for all municipalities, following 
the  scientific  standards  of  the  Institute  for  Catalan  Studies.  However,  following  the  fascist 
occupation in  1939,  the Francoist  regime abolished these names and restored the Hispanicized 
versions to discredit  the Catalan language and symbolize political and cultural oppression.  The 
Third  Reich did  the  same  to  the  French  toponymy  of  Alsace-Lorraine  after  1940,  where 
Strasbourg was changed to Straßburg or  Mulhouse to  Mülhausen;  in Luxembourg, where the 
Nazis changed  Esch-sur-Alzette for  Esch-alzig, or in Poland, where dozens of placenames were 
changed  by  the  Nazi  campaign  of  Germanisation  of  toponymy,  as  Poznań (Posen),  Kraków 
(Krakau),  Tarnów (Tarnau)  or Grudziądz (Graudenz), just  to mention a few examples.  The 
Francoist regime did exactly the same in Catalonia in 1939 to Hispanicize Catalan placenames.

Shockingly,  forty-five  years  after  the  restoration  of  democracy,  four  Catalan  municipalities 
(Cabassers, Campmany, Lledó d’Empordà, and Rialb) still use the official forms imposed by the 
dictatorship (Cabacés,  Capmany,  Lladó, and  Rialp) and this is allowed by the Governments of 
Catalonia and Spain.

This situation constitutes a clear violation of:

1. Spanish  Law  20/2022  on  Democratic  Memory,  which  mandates  the  removal  of  all 
Francoist  symbols  and  vestiges  and  the  reparation  of  victims  of  the  dictatorship,  being 
Catalan language and culture recognized in this law as such a victim.

2. Catalan Law 1/1998 on Language Policy, that mandates all official toponyms in Catalonia 
must be written in accordance with the orthographic rules of the Catalan language.
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3. The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, that states everyone is equal 
before the law and linguistic diversity must be respected.

4. The European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, as it ignores the legitimate 
linguistic norms of the Catalan language.

5. The principles of Transitional Justice,  which require the reparation of the cultural and 
identity-based damage caused by authoritarian regimes.

In the case of those four municipalities, the local administration continues to defend the Francoist 
spelling despite scientific evidence and the legal requirement to restore the normative name. The 
Catalan government, despite the requetsts we have addressed, rejects to enforce the Transitional 
Justice and its own laws, and allows those municipalities to keep official placenames misspelled 
due to the dictatorship repression.

You can find the complete report on this issue here: https://transitional.cabassers.org

As a representative of the European citizens, I urge you to take interest in this case and to call upon  
the relevant Spanish and Catalan authorities to comply with the Transitional Justice principles and 
international treaties. Europe cannot allow the administrative legacy of fascism to persist in the 21st 
century.

In addition, we suggest the European Commission should answer several parliamentary questions 
about this situation:

-Does the Commission consider that the persistence in Catalonia of official toponymy imposed by a 
totalitarian regime and tolerated by the Catalan Government violates Article 22 of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the EU, which obliges the Union to respect linguistic diversity?

-Does  the  Commission intend to  request  information from the  Spanish and Catalan authorities 
regarding  compliance  with  the  European  Charter  for  Regional  or  Minority  Languages 
concerning the officialization of placenames in their correct and normative form?

-Does  the  Commission  believe  that  administrative  inaction  regarding  these  vestiges  of  the 
dictatorship  is  compatible  with  European standards  on the  Rule of  Law and the  reparation of 
victims of authoritarian regimes?

Thank you for your time and for your commitment to the democratic values of the European Union.

Sincerely,

Carles Prats

Cabassers.org spokesman
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